
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

The Waikato Farmers Trust is a charitable trust with 
a real passion for farming and the agribusiness 
community in Waikato. The trust’s goal is to help rural 
communities grow and thrive by offering scholarships, 
funding and sponsorship to individuals, organisations 
and other charities to benefit the rural and agribusiness 
communities.

Waikato is one of the world’s richest agricultural and 

pastoral regions and is the base for New Zealand’s famous 

dairy industry. The region is also home to agricultural 

research institutes and many globally successful agri-

businesses.
 → What do you love about farming?

I enjoy the fact that every day is different. 

There’s a job list and every day, every month 

and every season is different. It’s very 

satisfying to be able to work hard for eight 

hours and to turn around and see everything 

you have achieved. The days fly by! I also 

enjoy getting involved with other farmers 

and being part of the local Young Farmers 

Club in Morrinsville. 

 → What sort of person makes a good farmer?

The most important thing is being willing 

to learn. If you want to learn and you are 

prepared to work hard and get stuck in, you 

can make it as a farmer. There are times you 

are very busy but then you reap the rewards. 

It’s blinkin’ awesome! It’s a great lifestyle 

for people who love being outdoors and 

active. It’s important you enjoy working with 

animals too and you do need quite a bit of 

patience.

 → What have you learnt on the job?

It’s been a massive year! My first week on 

the job my boss said, “here’s the keys to 

the tractor... give me a call if you break 

something!” I’ve never been that practical 

with my hands but now I can fix machinery 

and troubleshoot on the farm. So you learn 

those hands-on practical skills, how to 

interact with animals and so much more.

BECOMING A FARM ASSISTANT

• Likes hands on work

•  Doesn't mind getting dirty

• Is motivated

• Has positive attitude

•  Has good time 

management

• Maths

•  Workshop 

technologies

•  Design subjects

• Diploma in Agribusiness 

Managment
Relevant  
Qualifications

For more information, check out

www.waikatofarmerstrust.org.nz

To find out more about this sector, profiles 
of young people like you in the industry, 
and career tools and tips...

scan here

TO BE HONEST, IT GOT TO THE POINT WHERE I WAS SICK 

OF SITTING IN AN OFFICE LOOKING AT A SCREEN ALL DAY. 

SOMEONE SUGGESTED I TRY FARMING. AT FIRST I THOUGHT, 

“NOT A CHANCE!”, BUT NOW I HAVE BEEN FARMING FOR 

ALMOST A YEAR AND I WILL NEVER LOOK BACK. I’M         

ABSOLUTELY LOVING IT. IT WAS PROBABLY ONE OF THE 

BEST DECISIONS I HAVE EVER MADE.

The FutureForce® Crew sat down with Robin to chat about his role...
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Robin Büser 
Dairy Farm Assistant



PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

ROBIN’S TASKS AT WORK INCLUDE...

 » Milking and caring for 270 dairy cattle » Fixing and building fences
 » Feeding out
 » Calving
 » Spreading fertiliser
 » Tractor work
 » Maintaining equipment and machinery » Spraying weeds
 » Following health and safety procedures » Pest control

A DAY ON THE JOB

 → What would you say to someone thinking about farming?

Give it a go! There are many opportunities and lots of 

people looking for workers so you will never struggle to 

find a job. It’s not all sunshine – some days are rainy and 

messy, and it’s always hard work - but then there are the 

fantastic days, and every day is satisfying. Just get amongst 

it! The best thing I did was get involved with the Young 

Farmers Club because it’s good to spend time with other 

people in the industry. You can encourage each other to 

grow and learn. Sometimes it can get tough, so it’s good to 

have a community to support you. 

 → How do you manage work-life balance and stress?

It’s certainly been a big adjustment for me in terms of 

work-life balance. You have to get used to the routine of 

early mornings and not being home every weekend. It’s 

important to have a conversation with your boss in terms 

of expectations, so you know when your days off are. 

Getting regular breaks throughout the day is important 

too. It’s important to keep the lines of communication 

open with your boss, and talk to them if you have any 

struggles or concerns.

 → What are your career ambitions?

Eventually I’d like to buy my own herd and get into 

sharemilking. I’d like to own a farm one day. In the 

meantime, I am still learning every day, so I am happy 

where I am at.

Robin Büser 
Dairy Farm Assistant
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 → are you doing any other study?

It’s wicked at the moment because there is free trades 

training through the Government. I am doing Level 3 

courses through the Primary ITO, including Livestock 

Husbandry and Effluent Management Planning. Other 

courses at that level are Pastoral Livestock Production 

(Feeding), tractor or quad bike operation micro-credentials. 

For Dairy Farming, there are also apprenticeships and Level 

2 courses such as Agriculture Skills, and you could go on to 

complete a Diploma in Agribusiness Management Level 5. 

You could also go on to learn other aspects of the business, 

like sales or agribusiness. 

 → What advice would you give someone thinking about their 

career?

Don’t be too fussed about the job you’re doing because 

wherever you are, you will be learning. So long as you’re 

working with a good team of people and a good boss, 

that’s the most important thing. People go through many 

career changes, so you are never stuck doing something 

forever. Just give something a go! Make a list of ideas and 

think about what you would most like to do. Don’t be afraid 

of getting it wrong – you can always change your mind and 

do something else.


