
CONSTRUCTION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

 → HOW DID YOU GET THIS ROLE?

In my last year of school (Year 13), Waikato-

Tainui was doing a young trades programme. 

So in the last 6 months of school, I finished 

school to join the programme and chose to do 

electrical. I was interested in electrical from the 

start and didn’t really want to do building or 

plumbing. They put me through ETCO – which 

is the main training body for apprentices. So 

they put me into placement and I started work!

 → WHAT DO YOU DO ON THE JOB?

Running cables, installing different switch 

gear powerpoints, switches, installing tray and 

ducting, which holds cables allowing them to 

run underground.

For more info on ETCO 

check out

etco.co.nz

To find out more about this sector, profiles 
of young people like you in the industry, 
and career tools and tips...

“FOLLOW WHAT YOU LOVE! IF IT DOESN’T WORK OUT THEN YOU 

CAN ALWAYS CHANGE. REMEMBER YOU’RE STILL YOUNG.”

Top Career tip
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The FutureForce® Crew sat down with Manaia to chat about his role...

MANAIA ROA 
Electrical apprentice
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 → WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT YOUR JOB?

I love looking back at what I’ve done. Seeing 

what I’ve accomplished and being proud of it is 

very rewarding. It’s a really rewarding job!

 → WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT ON THE JOB?

I’ve learnt a lot of different skills! Learning that 

you don’t always get it right the first time, you’re 

going to mess up quite a bit but as long as you 

learn from your mistakes and just keep getting 

better it will all be rewarding in the end because 

you’ll know what you’re doing.

 → WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT 

WORKING AT ETCO/FEISST ELECTRICAL?

Good crew, and I’ve already built good 

relationships with them here – I’ve only been 

here a little over a month. I find it easy to learn 

from them, they have a lot of knowledge.

 → WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO GO WITH 

YOUR CAREER?

Hopefully be a boss! Maybe one day make my 

own company.

Etco is New Zealand’s leading provider of electrical 
training and apprentices. Etco (the Electrical Training 
Company) employs apprentices and places them with 
host companies via our group apprenticeship scheme. 
We also provide training courses for apprentices and 
qualified electricians to ensure they are qualified to 
work in new and emerging fields.

Apprentice training is a combination of on-the-job training 

through placements with electrical companies and 

contractors, and off-the-job training. This involves study at 

home, attending night classes and block courses at one 

of eight training centres. Apprentices receive extensive 

instruction, supervision and support throughout all stages 

of their training which involves a series of assignments, 

assessments and examinations. 
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Manaia Roa
electrical apprentice

 → WHAT SORT OF PERSON DO YOU NEED TO BE FOR 

THIS WORK?

Someone who is keen to learn and is able to put in the 

work. When you start out you’re going to have to do the 

not so nice jobs, you’ve just got to put your head down 

and get through it, it turns out all good in the end!

 → WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO SOMEONE 

LOOKING AT THIS TYPE OF WORK?

Be keen to learn

Take everything in from your peers and learn from them

Try your best to be on time!

 → WHAT IS THE BEST CAREER ADVICE YOU’VE EVER 

RECEIVED?

Probably from my Mum. “Don’t do nothing when you 

leave school.” Because in year 13 I still didn’t know what I 

wanted to do, I was still jumping around Uni and Wintec. 

I didn’t really have a pathway set-up so when the trades 

programme came up I just took the opportunity and it 

took me here!

 → USEFUL SCHOOL SUBJECTS

Maths is a big part of the trade

Science – mostly Physics.

WHAT DOES AN ELECTRICIAN DO?

Electricians commission and maintain electrical 

systems in homes, commercial buildings, factories, 

processing plants, and a range of other applications 

in agriculture, including emerging marine and space 

technologies.

Etco can help you get into an apprenticeship in two 

ways:

You can apply for employment as an Etco apprentice 

and they will support you in all aspects of your appren-

ticeship and your personal journey.

Etco can help you find employment as an apprentice 

with an independent employer. If you choose this path, 

you still come to Etco for your night classes and block 

course training, and we will visit you and support your 

on-job learning.


