
MANUFACTURING, ENGINEERING and LOGISTICS

WTE specialises in building the dual steering trucks 
used for rubbish collection, line marking, sweeping and 
other functions throughout New Zealand. This includes 
shortening or lengthening trucks, changing suspension, 
chassis modifications and adding dual axles so the vehicle 
can be driven from both sides.

Kyle landed the job by walking in with his CV and having a 

chat with the person in charge. They soon saw he was keen 

and offered him a job. He’s hoping to be the next in line to fill 

an apprenticeship at the business that’s been training young 

locals since the 1970s.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR ROLE?

A bit of everything! Anywhere from 

stripping trucks apart to taking machine 

parts out and making new parts or 

welding. It’s a lot to list! 

WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED IN THIS 
CAREER PATH?

I’ve just been brought up with using my 

hands. I’ve enjoyed building stuff, making 

stuff, tearing stuff apart then putting it 

back together from a young age and I 

thought it would be the most enjoyable 

career to go into.

WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT YOUR JOB?

The diversity of everything being able to 

do just about anything. There’s a lot of 

knowledge and highly skilled people here 

from who you can learn from.

HOW DID YOU GET THIS JOB?

I came in with my CV and asked to talk to the 

person in charge and had a good conversation. It 

all went pretty quickly from there.

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT ON THE JOB?

Everything from the machining, welding, 

stripping and fitting, painting, using any type of 

machinery from mills to lathes to drill pressers 

or anything like that. Being accurate with 

measurements is really important, making sure 

nothing is out of place.

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE TO GO WITH YOUR 
CAREER?

I would like to start my own business one day 

as a performance engineer, building cars in the 

future with the skills that I’ve learned from here. 

Working on cars is one of my hobbies at home 

so I’d like to incorporate my hobby into my work.

For more info on 

Wilkinson Transport 

Engineers, check out 

wtel.co.nz

To find out more about this sector, profiles 
of young people like you in the industry, 
and career tools and tips...

scan here

“DO WHAT YOU ENJOY AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO WORK  

A DAY IN YOUR LIFE!”

Top Career tip

The FutureForce® Crew sat down with Kyle to chat about his role...
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KYLE BULLOCK

LABOURER (AWATING START OF APPRENTICESHIP)
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USEFUL SCHOOL SUBJECTS/QUALIFICATIONS?

Definitely maths! I wasn’t necessarily the top in my class 

but maths definitely helps. Maths is important because we 

tend to measure quite a lot of stuff, so you have to be able 

to convert it to other units of measurements. Any technical 

subjects are useful really. I took carpentry and engineering, 

which all helps in different aspects. Reading and drawing 

also helps.

WHAT SORT OF PERSON DO YOU NEED TO BE FOR 
THIS KIND OF WORK?

Someone that wants to learn. You’re only going to learn 

as much as you want to. So if you’re doing it just to get by 

you’re not going to learn as much as if you were asking 

to learn new things all the time. You have to have good 

interest in the sector.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO SOMEONE 
LOOKING AT THIS TYPE OF WORK?

Just get stuck into it! Get your hands on as much as 

possible. Get involved with everything so that you can build 

a range of skills. Anything that you’re allowed to do just put 

your hand up.

Kyle Bullock

labourer (awaiting start of apprenticeship)

From a small engineering shop in the ’90s, 
Wilkinson Transport Engineers have grown 
exponentially, and remarkably from the same 
premises, they occupy today at Albert Street in 
Cambridge.

Although they commenced business as general 
engineers specialising in heavy transport, 
they quickly realised their strengths lay in cab 
and chassis modification and suspension, 
steering and braking developments for the 
heavy transport industry and in later years have 
developed specialised vehicles for the waste and 
environmental industries.

about the businesswilkinson transport engineers


