
SERVICE INDUSTRIES

 − HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT VISION 

COLLEGE?

I started by looking it up online to find out what 
study alternatives were out there and what 
would best suit me. At the time I was working 
and wanting to go into uni but couldn’t because 
I hadn’t completed NCEA. I had been kicked out 
of school before getting the chance to complete 
it, so this was the best alternative for me to obtain 
my credits. – Dylan

I found out about Vision College from my 
boyfriend’s mum, she is the principal at a school, 
and one of her board members works here at 
Vision College so she knew about it and pushed 
me to consider it. – Judith 

 − WHAT WAS APPEALING TO YOU ABOUT 

VISION COLLEGE?

I needed my NCEA levels and Vision College 
was the best option for me to get these. The 
style of learning is very different compared to 
school; I honestly think it is better. There are 
less people here which allows me to function 
better. – Judith

 I was the same, I needed the NCEA levels, 
but once I come in for my interviews the 
atmosphere stood out. It seemed like a good 
environment and felt inviting, which made me 
see myself coming here for study. – Dylan

 − WHAT DOES A DAY ON COURSE LOOK LIKE?

Our day starts at 9, when we get in we crack on 
with our learners guides and any assessments 
that we need to complete. We spend the 
day working through at our own pace, with 
assistance from the tutors when we need it.

If you can put your head down and get work 
done, you have a lot of freedom. At the end of the 
day class finishes at 2:30

WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE PROGRAMME?

Ultimate is a free programme designed for students 
who didn’t enjoy school and are looking to gain skills and 
insight towards a pathway for their future.

Ultimate offers the opportunity for students to earn 
an NZ Certificate in Foundation Skills (Level 1), credits 
towards NCEA Level 1, and explore a range of practical 
study and career tasters. This programme will help to 
prepare students for life beyond school by covering 
personal financial planning, computer skills, writing CV’s, 
and by giving them the opportunity to sit their learner 
driver’s licence. And that’s just the beginning!

For more information, 
check out
visioncollege.ac.nz

To find out more about this sector, profiles 
of young people like you in the industry, 
and career tools and tips...

scan here

“VISION COLLEGE REALLY SUITED MY LEARNING STYLE, 

AND MY NEEDS WHEN IT COMES TO A LEARNING ENVIRON-

MENT. IT WAS EXACTLY WHAT I WAS LOOKING FOR. 

judith says
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The FutureForce® Crew sat down with Dylan and Judith to chat about their studies...

DYLAN YOUNG
VISION COLLEGE STUDENT

Vision College Hamilton provides a space for students to 
learn and grow while gaining their NCEA Levels 1 and 2. 

The programme provides valuable life skills, employment 

skills, and a look into the different career and study options 

out there. 

JUDITH PARDOE
VISION COLLEGE STUDENT

I REALLY LIKE THAT IT WASN’T SO MUCH LIKE TRADITIONAL SCHOOL BUT 

YOU INSTEAD WORK TOGETHER WITH THE TEACHERS. THERE IS STILL 

STRUCTURE, BUT THE AUTHORITY IS DIFFERENT TO SCHOOL, HERE THE 

TUTORS SUPPORT YOU AND WORK WITH YOU TO GET IT DONE. 

dylan says
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SERVICE INDUSTRIES

 − WHAT ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT STOOD OUT TO YOU?

It really suited my learning style, what I was looking for, and 
my needs when it comes to a learning environment. – Judith

I really like that it wasn’t so much like traditional school but 
you instead work together with the teachers. There is still 
structure, but the authority is different to school, here the 
tutors support you and work with you to get it done. In school 
its often you either get it or you don’t get it, whereas here 
the environment is more relaxed, and you feel you can ask 
those questions. They never make you feel stupid for asking 
questions and you move at your own pace, so you aren’t 
being left behind. – Dylan

 − WHAT HAS BEEN CHALLENGING FOR YOU?

For me it has probably been trying to get comfortable when 
I first started. Having not been in school for a while it was 
hard to adjust to being back in a class environment. Another 
challenge was getting to know the people around you. – 
Judith

For me there wasn’t much that I found challenging, 
transitioning back to a learning environment was not bad. I 
had known I wanted to take this path for a while and so I had 
my mind set on getting it done. Everything I learnt at work 
translated into managing myself and my workload at Vision 
College. – Dylan

JUDITH PARDOE 
VISION COLLEGE STUDENT

 − WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE FOR HANDLING THE TRANSITION TO 

VISION COLLEGE?

I don’t think I have gotten through this challenge yet; I am still 
working towards it. I am just trying to talk to classmates more and 
asking questions rather than sitting back. – Judith

This is an environment to suit everyone, you see all sorts of people 
here and everyone gets along and gets the job done. – Dylan

 − WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS AFTER VISION COLLEGE?

I am wanting to go to university, either at Auckland or Waikato and 
study business or architecture. – Dylan

I am wanting to do an early childhood course after Vision College 
and work in early childcare.  – Judith

DYLAN YOUNG 
VISION COLLEGE STUDENT

Community/Life

• Community services

• Effects of Drugs and Alcohol

• Manage Own learning

• Managing Stress

• Cultural Identity

Future/Employment

• Plans for Future

• CV Writing

• Interviews

• Employment

• Workplace Relationships

• Rented Accommodation

ULTIMATE: WHAT WILL YOU LEARN?

Work Preparation

• Employee Obligations

• Motor Vehicle Ownership

• Traffic Laws

• Team Work

• Personal Presentation

• Customer Service

• Food Safety

Self Management

• Personal Wellbeing

• Anger Management

• Keyboard Skills

• Rented Accommodation

• Personal Finances

For more info on studying Ultimate 2.0 at Vision College visit:

www.visioncollege.ac.nz/study/ultimate/ultimate-2-0/

WHAT QUALIFICATIONS WILL YOU GET?

• New Zealand Certificate in Foundation Skills (Level 1)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS• For students aged 16-24• No previous qualifications at NCEA Level 1 or higher


