
CONSTRUCTION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

 → WHAT IS A DRAIN LAYING APPRENTICE?

Being a drain laying apprentice involves 

installing and fixing pipes that carry rainwater 
and waste water. Some tasks may be digging 
trenches, laying pipes and learning how to set 
this all up to run smoothly without blocks or 
faults. My day at COMAG can range from 6 to 
12 hours, and often have work outside of the 
Waikato so will stay away.

 → WHAT GOT YOU INTERESTED IN THIS KIND 

OF WORK?

I had a part time job during the holidays laying 
concrete pipe. Coming here it was completely 
different because we are working with plastic 
pipe and smaller pipe which I enjoy better.

 → WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT YOUR JOB?

I was able to start at COMAG straight into full 
time work and then got an opportunity to 
become an apprentice, and have been doing 
this for 8 months now. I enjoy when I am able 
to learn new things, take part in the variety of 
work we do, and play around with diggers. 

 → WHAT KIND OF PERSON SUITS THIS JOB?

To work as a drainlayer you need to be active 
and not afraid to get stuck in. Our work 
involves a lot of lifting, working outside and 
physical activity. Alongside this you need to be 
able to listen, and learn quickly, while following 
instructions from your foreman.

 → WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT WORKING AT 

COMAG?

We get a good range of work here and lots 
of opportunity to learn. You also get to work 
with a cool group of guys and everyone has a 
really good dynamic on site. I am happy that 
COMAG offered me the opportunity to do my 
apprenticeship here.

For more info on 
Comag, check out
comagltd.co.nz

To find out more about this sector, profiles 
of young people like you in the industry, 
and career tools and tips...

“JUST TRY TO SOAK UP EVERYTHING YOU ARE TOLD, AND 

LEARN FROM YOUR MISTAKES AS FAST AS YOU CAN.”

Top Career tip

   futureforce.nz /career-showcase

The FutureForce® Crew sat down with Hunter to chat about his role...

hunter cresswell 
drain laying apprentice (level 4)

Comag has been operating in the Matamata community, 
and wider, since 1967, and has recently opened a new 
branch in Hamilton.

With a team of dedicated Plumbers, Roofers, Gasfitters, 
and Drainlayers their specialist knowledge and expertise is 
unmatched.

Comag prides themselves on being a great company to 
work for, ensuring their team is well looked after. They are 
committed to their team and creating a great working 
environment, where a work life balance is encouraged.
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CONSTRUCTION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

hunter cresswell
drain laying apprentice (level 4)

 → WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE PLANS?

In the future I might look into getting more civil 
construction tickets, plumbing and gas for example, as 
they all interlink and are good skills to have. 

 → WHAT DO YOU WISH SOMEONE TOLD YOU WHILE 

YOU WERE IN SCHOOL?

I have always known I wanted to move into a trade when 
I finished school, so I took maths and design in school. 
Which were great foundations for me, but I also wish I 
took graphic design. There is a lot of reading, and drawing 
plans that goes into this job, so having this experience 
would have made this easier to learn.

 → WHAT HAVE YOU FOUND CHALLENGING?

In the beginning adjusting to the long hours was hard, 
but you just have to push through and eventually your 
body adjust to this and it becomes easier.

TIPS & ADVICE

 → WHAT WOULD YOU TELL THE NEW APPRENTICE?

My biggest tips for starting out would be bring a packed 
lunch, have plenty of hi vis in your wardrobe, and invest 
in some good quality steel cap boots. Showing up to 
your first day with a good attitude and being prepared 
to banter with your coworkers is going to make life 
easier.  

 → WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE FOR KEEPING BALANCED?

Spending your time outside of work wisely, make the 
most of it and don’t just rot at home. Having a good 
group of mates who you can hang with helps to give 
something to do. Also having hobbies you are interested 
in to do on the weekends like fishing or free diving.

KEY SKILLS:

• Problem Solving
• Working as a team
• Measuring and Levelling
• Following plans


